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EDpITING CONTENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Your title is now moving into the final editing stages. Please complete the fo]lowing questionnaire regarding
your title: Please be as speci{'ic as possil)le when completing the questionnaire.

As an author, you might not realize just how much intervention your writing needs to make it readable
and publishable. A request to prioritize your style and voice could still mean that a lot of grammatical
corrections are necessary. These are all tl‘u'ngs your editor needs to know to avoid rnalzing unnecessary

changes.

Is there a rule you would like your editor to disregard because you have purposefully gone against

convention in your manuscript?

EXAMPLE: I'm British and 1 expect most o][ my sales will come ][rom my British audience. Could you
p/ease retain my British Eng/islz woraling and spe//ing, such as boot ][or trun]e, and ][avourite ][or ][avorite?
I also pre][er re][erences to GOJ, such as “He” and “Him,” to remain capita/ize .

No

After referencing What to Expect, are there rules or “trouble zones” you would like your editor to

pay special attention?

ExampiEi: [ o][ten misspe// or omit words. The misspe//ed words may be c[i]%'cu/t to ﬁna] because tliey
may be similar ( “the” ][or “this” or “he” ][or “the ") to the word I'm trying to spe//. Character names may
be spe//eJ inconsistent/y t}zroug/'lout the book.
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2ones oxe; but T am open Fo Leedback.
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While editing your Loolz, would you prefer your editor to use theGimple past tense o nt,

occurre(i, etc.) or past perfect tense of (hac], gone, had occurrecl, etc.)?

Examples :

e went our separate ways a][ter graaiuating ;zig]a school but /eept in touch.
d (pery[ect) We had gone our separate ways after graa]uating ]71'9]7 school but had Lept in touch.

][ter the previous incidents, 1 ][orgave him and did not look back.
i (pery[ect) A][ter the previous incia]ents, I had ][orgiven him and had not looked back.

. was nominateJ ][or tlzree categories.

. (perﬁct) I had been nominated ][or three categories.

. ]7e told me it all [Jegan lpe][ore her marriage.

*  (perfect) She told me it had all Zyegun Le][ore her marriage.

g(m,nle (\D@g{* ten se

The job of your editor is to edit your manuscript and preserving your voice, which could be in direct
conflict with applying standard English grammar. This could be a huge judgement call for your
editor. In cases where your editor needs to choose between preserving sometlzing about the way you write

and app/ying standard Eng/islz grammar, which would you pre][er?

Example:
Original text: She told me 7'][] didn’t go over his house last niglxt I wouldnt be in this mess now. I said

I bnow I got to apo//ogize and she says I won't never be abloto make it riglzt.

@Ea]itea[ to prioritize the author’s voice and sty/e: She told me that 1'][1 didn’t go over to his house
last niglzt, I wouldn't be in this mess now. I said I know I got to apo/ogize, and she said I won’t ever

be able to make it riglzt.

. Ecliteal to prioritize standard Eng/islt grammar: She told me that 1][ I hadn't gone to his house
the niglzt Lefore, I wouldn’t be in this mess now. I said I knew I needed to apo/ogize, and she said I
wou/a] never ]Je able to make 1t riglzt.
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What aspects of your writing are unique and define you as an author?

SAMPLE ANSWER: My writing sty/e is very casual and re][]ects the way I spea]e. 1 pre]l;zr slzort, c}zoppy
sentences and will not include commas if/] think it interrupts the ﬂow o]( the writing, especia//y n alia/ogue.
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Hhe Coay My Students oo ld falk.
They ace ((Hle S0 Fheiwr grammar

Wou ldn'+ be Per@ec‘:(*- i»wcu d [ike
\+ to Seund the way liHle kids won(d

ol k, |

Are there areas in the manuscript where you would like your editor’s feedback?

SAMPLE ANSWER: During c}zapter 8, there’s a chase scene; [ oZvvious/y want this ckapter to be noticeab/y
][aster paceal than the other c}zapters. Do you think I was successﬁx/, or what can I improve?
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What is your book’s specific genre?

SAMPLE ANSWER: ]nspirahona/ memoir alyout overcommg persona/ oZzstac/es young ac]u/f paranorma/
romance, lnstomca/ ﬁction almut Henry V]]] po/1t1ca/ mystery tlm//er

C/,\r\'\\,(\ver\‘s ook about Science

Provide a thorough summary of your book. Don'’t be afraid to make this a long summary. Too much

information is preferable to not enough

Higlz/iglzt tZze main tlzemes o][ tlze Loo/e I ][ you ][ee/ tZzere are e/ements or “lzoo/es 7 tlzat w1// entice reac]ers p/ease
include them here.
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Describe the speciﬁc tone, theme, and mood you would like your book to convey to readers.
For EXAMPLE: a /iglztlzeartecj and easy-to-use guiJe to home ﬁnances, etc.
]
“Scaomer (n 0RO magee, pud o nea .

Describe your target audience lny factors such as age group, interests, eclucatlon gender ete.
Who do you envision purchasmg and reacllng your book?

J ‘G‘zad\,bw NoAo e ts amc(a/w.zvdpa/\wﬂ@
w@&a M—HL/) b&erb AmQLoMy_Lg_A@m«”
M/\.D/\f\

What sets your book apart?

FOR EXAMPLE: is there anytlzing newswortlzy, unique, or controversial about your book?
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