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EDITING CONTENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Your title is now moving into the final ecli’cing stages. Please complete the foﬂowing questionnaire regarding
your title: Please be as specific as possi]ole when comple’cing the questionnaire.

As an author, you might not realize just how much intervention your writing needs to make it readable
and pu]alishalale. A request to prioritize your style and voice could still mean that a lot of grammatical
corrections are necessary. These are all things your editor needs to know to avoid maleing unnecessary

changes.

Is there a rule you would like your editor to disregard because you have purposefully gone against

convention in your manuscript?

EXAMPLE: I'm British and 1 expect most of my sales will come ][rom my British audience. Could you
p/ease retain my British Eng/isk wora’ing and spe//ing, such as boot ][or trunk, analj[avourite for ][avorite?
I also pre][er references to God, such as “He” and “Him,” to remain capita/izea’.

N/A

After re£erencing What to Expect, are there rules or “trouble zones” you would like your editor to
pay special attention?

ExampLE: [ oﬁen misspe// or omit words. The misspe//ec] words may be aiiﬁ[icu/t to ][ma’ because tlzey
may be similar (“t/f:e ”][or “this” or “he ”][or “the ") to the word I'm trying to spe//. Character names may
be spe//ea’ inconsistent/y tllrouglzout the book.

N/A
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While ecliting your 1)0012, would you prefer your editor to use the simple past tense of (went,

occurrecl, etc.) or past perfect tense of (hacl gone, had occurred, etc.)?

Examples:

(simp/e) We went our separate ways aﬂer gma’uating Zziglz school but Lept in touch.
(perfect) We had gone our separate ways a][ter gma’uating Zziglz school but had Lept in touch.

(simp/e) Aﬁer the previous incidents, I][orgave him and did not look back.
(per][ect) A]Cter the previous incidents, I had forgiven him and had not looked back.

(simp/e) I was nominated for three categories.
(perfect) I had been nominated for three categories.

(simp/e) She told me it all Zyegan waore her marriage.
(perj[ect) She told me it had all ljegun Zaefore her marriage.

Maintain the tense that is written.

The job of your editor is to edit your manuscript and preserving your voice, which could be in direct
conflict with applying standard English grammar. This could be a huge judgement call for your

editor. In cases where your editor needs to choose between preserving sometking about the way you write

and app/ying standard Eng/islz grammar, which would you pre][er?

Example:
Origina/ text: She told me i][] didn't go over his house last niglzt I wouldnt be in this mess now. I said
I know 1 got to apo//ogize and she says I won't never be ableto make it rig]fzt.

Edited to prioritize the author’s voice and sty/e: She told me that 1f] didn't go over to his house
last niglflt, I wouldn't be in this mess now. I said I know [ got to apo/ogize, and she said I won't ever
be able to make it riglzt.

Edited to prioritize standard Eng/isll grammar: She told me that i][] hadn't gone to his house
the nigkt Le][are, I wouldn't be in this mess now. I said I knew I needed to apo/ogize, and she said I
would never be able to make it riglzt.

Prioritize author’s voice and style.

Cizicago, Hlinois www.lzeaven/yenterprises.com . seruice@lzeaven/yenterprises.cam



Page 3

What aspects of your writing are unique and define you as an author?

SAMPLE ANSWER: My writing sty/e is very casual and reﬂects the way 1 speak. ]pre][er slzort, clzoppy
sentences and will not include commas ij[f think it interrupts the f/ow oft/fte writing, especia//y n a]ia/ogue.
My writing is very casual. | wrote in a conversational style. | wrote as if

| was speaking to the reader so | want to maintain that kind of familiar tone.

Are there areas in the manuscript where you would like your editor’s feedback?

SAMPLE ANSWER: During clzapter 8, there’s a chase scene; Iolwious/y want this clzapter to be noticeab/y
][aster pacea[ than the other clzapters. Do you think I was success][u/, or what can 1 improve?

| am concerned about whether my transitions from one topic to another make sense.

I'm also concerned that there are sections where the writing doesn't express my thoughts

clearly.
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What is your book’s speciﬁc genre?

SAMPLE ANSWER: Inspirationa/ memoir about overcoming persana/ oZ)stac/es, young adult paranorma/
romance, historical ][iction about Henry VIII, po/itica/ mystery thriller.
Inspirational memoir that is meant to be a guide for others who are in the same situation.

Provide a thorough summary of your book. Don't be afraid to make this a long summary. Too much

information is pre£eral)1€ to not enough.

Higk/iglzt the main themes o][tlze book. I][you ][ee/ there are elements or “hooks” that will entice reaa’ers, p/ease
include them here.

One day you’re living your life and the next you’re living with dementia. You don’t have it

but you feel like you do because you’re caring for a parent does. You saw their behavior and

cognitive ability progressively diminish to the point where you had to step in.

Someone has to protect your loved one’s interests. You’re the only one who can.

No, you didn’t sign up for this, but as an only child, it’s your assignment by default.

Or is it by divine? Perspective is everything.

Is this your situation? | hope the information that | share can give you the knowledge to

face it with fortitude, march through it with might, and conquer it with courage.

This book is a guide to help you along your journey. Use it as a way to

stay ahead of the obstacles that you will encounter along the way.

You will learn some fundamentals about how dementia affects the brain and how it

presents itself in elderly people. The resources provided will help you to

identify and address the symptoms of dementia in order to maintain your

parent’s health. In addition, you’ll learn about ways to mentally come to grips

with the magnitude of the role you are undertaking. This book is designed to come off

the shelf and be your companion as you make your way from one task to the next.
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Describe the speci{:ic tone, theme, and mood you would like your book to convey to readers.

For EXAMPLE: a /igZztlzeartec] and easy-to-use guia]e to home finances, etc.

This book will act as a guide for those caring for a person with dementia, specifically a

parent. It is written in a casual style as if the reader and | are having a conversation at

home.

Describe your target audience loy factors such as age group, interests, education, gencler, etc.
Who do you envision purchasing and reading your book?
Target audience will be people (primarily women) in the 40-60 yr old age range. They are

children who have no siblings and are faced with assuming the role of caregiver for their parent.

They are familiar with doing research to learn about the topics in which they are involved.

What sets your book apart?

FOR EXAMPLE: is there anytlzing newswortlzy, unique, or controversial about your book?
The book is written from the perspective of an only child who is a caregiver to their parent.

It is written as a guide/workbook designed to come off the shelf and travel with the reader

throughout their caregiving journey. Resources are provided to support the personal information

shared. Pages are designated for making notes after the reader explores each resource. There is also

a Biblical element that helps the reader adjust their perspective regarding caregiving in order

to make the role more tolerable.
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