Chestry Taylor		2

CHAPTER 1: Making up your mind to live for Christ
A. Tired of the yo-yo lifestyle 
1. My yo-yo lifestyle did not take place until moving to Chicago. 
2. I was forewarned about the cost of living in Chicago but instead I was determined to reach my destination for the sake of my daughter.
3. At the age of 12 my daughter had an orbital osteotomy that change her complete outlook.
4.  I was attack in my finances.
5. I didn’t always tithe because I felt I wouldn’t have enough to pay bills.
6. Made a promise to God I would tithe in spite of my bills.
7. Renege on my promise.
8. Frequent moving to better my way of living.
9. Finding a faith - based church
10. Led to Living Word Christian Center.
11. Had to readjust my way of living.
B. A balanced life
1. Relied on prayer and singing hymns of praise to defeat the enemy.
2. Encouragement from my spiritual mom
3. Praying to God & He answered my prayer immediately.
4. Continued going to church & attending Bible study.
5. Doing my best at raising my teenage daughter as a single parent.
6. Still faced problems
C.  Trials and tribulation
1. Trials come to make you strong
2. For an example without water a plant won’t grow
3. Endured many ups in down in life some great some small
4. Each test I passed & I did not give up
5. At the time, could not understand why so many tests 

D. Having a made-up mind to serve the Lord
1. Rededicated my life to Christ
2. Felt an unction of the Holy Spirit to do so
3. Serving others is my way of showing God’s love
E. Committed
F. No turning back to the old way of living
G. Things are working in my favor
       H.    Being changed from the inside out
              1. Seeing a difference in my lifestyle
       I.   Discovering the power of prayer
              1. Boyfriend constantly changing location
                   a. Valdosta, GA
                   b. Ohio
                   c. Germany
       J.   Prayer is a powerful tool
              1. Seeing changes while praying
              2. Evidence of prayer working
       K.     Words are powerful
              1. Don’t underestimate the power of prayer
              2. Let the word do the work
       L.     Hearing God’s Voice
              1. God speaks to direct and inform you
              2. Speaks in a whisper
              3. Voice is distinguished
       M.    He chases those He loves
              1. Allows you to go through in order to get to
              2. Bring songs to remembrance to convey His love
       N.     Songs ministers to the heart
              1. Song guides, uplift, and tells a story
Conclusion:  In conclusion, let God use you for His glory. Allow Him to do a mighty work on the inside which radiates on the outside. Let your light shine before men so the world can see Jesus and not you. We as children of God must change and be transform to be distinguished people. Blending in with the rest of the world isn’t Christ like but being transform by the renewing of your mind. We can be in the world but not conform to the world. How can the world to tell us apart if we are looking like them?  It is crucial to not be like the world and stand on Holy ground as Christian soldiers for Christ.  As a child of the King, we must dress modest, speak in love, and walk not after the flesh but after spiritual things. Romans 8:4 ESV, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Galatians 5:16 ESV, But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. We must represent God in order and in truth. In 2 Corinthians 5:20 KJV, it reads, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”   
